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INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND  

A Planning Commission was created in April 1994 after issues of rural addressing, land annexation and 
siting of a new high school ignited concerns of Township residents. This commission drafted a Land use 
Plan after surveys of residents and listening sessions determined five goals (p. 2): protect scenic 
character, protect natural areas and open spaces, ensure an orderly pattern of growth, protect agricultural 
soils and retain farmers. In August 2000, the Town Board adopted the Township’s Land Use Plan.  

A survey in 2012 indicated residents wanted the Township to: protect the community, balance landowner 
responsibilities and landowner rights, prevent frac-sand mining operations, protect the scenic character of 
the Township, ensure an orderly pattern of growth, and protect agriculture and retain agricultural lands. 
The two surveys more than a decade apart indicate three common themes: protect the scenic character 
of the Township, ensure an orderly pattern of growth, and protect agricultural lands. 

The Plan has been updated to reflect commonalities between the two surveys, current demographic data 
and a reality of Township government: protect Township roads—which was also identified as “essential” 
in the original Plan (p. 8). It uses parts of the Community-Based Land Use Plan of March 24, 2000, and is 
intended to represent the current (as of 2014) general interests and desires of the residents of Hay Creek 
Township. It will be periodically reviewed and revised.  

These residents served on the Town Board during the development of this plan: Sue Cushing, Keith 
Fossen and Scott Halverson. These residents served on the Planning Advisory Commission during the 
development of this plan: Sarah Blue, Scott Halverson, Jim Maybach, Amy Nelson, Rick Peterson, Lorrie 
Sonnek and David Tincher.

PURPOSE 

By State law, every Township Zoning Ordinance must be at least as restrictive as the County's. 
Therefore, any land use prohibited by the County Land Use Plan remains prohibited in Hay Creek 
Township. The primary purpose of this Plan is to identify those areas where the long-term best interests 
of Hay Creek Township are served by considering additional restrictions for certain uses.  

This plan is a policy document that establishes a long-range framework for decision making to shape Hay 
Creek Township zoning ordinance and policies. It provides goals and policies specific to Hay Creek 
Township that will guide any future growth and development within the Township and provide a basis for 
land use decisions. The Plan will also balance the inevitable pressures for land development with the 
fiscal, environmental, land resource and public infrastructure impacts which result from development.  

The Plan provides the framework from which Township Zoning code is created and interpreted, as well as 
guidance to the public—particularly Township land owners—so they can anticipate the positions which 
Hay Creek Township officials will take in relation to land use issues.  

Land use planning is a dynamic process and while this plan represents carefully considered goals for the 
long-term benefit of Hay Creek Township, The Plan anticipates periodic reviews and occasional updates 
will be required.  

THE PLANNING PROCESS 

The Planning Commission, established in 1994, is a 7 member advisory body appointed by the Township 
Board (see MN Statute 462.351). They are citizen volunteers that consider land development, along with 
ordinance and zoning issues.  

The Planning Commission and Town Board encourage resident participation in the planning process.  

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=462.351�
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· In November 1994, January 1996 and April 2012, Township residents were surveyed regarding 
land use issues and goals.  

· In January 1995 and April 2012, meetings were held to further determine citizen sentiment.  

Planning Commission members use public input to guide decisions as they evaluate applications for land 
development, zoning changes and petitions for zoning variances. They also verify that proposals are 
consistent with each Goal in this plan. Members then give recommendations to the Town Board. 

GOALS 

Community meetings and surveys show that residents are satisfied with things just as they are. They 
appreciate the rural land-based economic activities such as farming and forestry, open spaces, scenic 
views, lack of congestion, notions of independence and self-reliance, low-cost Township government and 
opportunities for outdoor recreation.  

Yet, Hay Creek residents recognize that change and growth are inevitable.  If development occurs, it 
needs to benefit the economy, the environment, social equity, community life and personal quality of life. 
This can only be accomplished through a pattern of sustainable development. 

The goals and policies outlined in this section are intended to be the foundation for all programs, actions, 
and growth decisions that may be made by the township in the future. They are intended to set a basic 
direction toward a sustainable community.  

Goals are the desired objectives or ends. They are meant to ultimately result in the kind of living and 
working environment desired by the citizens of the Township.  
  
Policies are the means by which the goals are achieved. Policies involve a course of conduct to be 
followed by the Planning Commission and Town Board to translate goals into legislative action.  

 GOAL 1: TO PROVIDE SAFE AND ADEQUATE ROADS.  

 Policy:  
· Require those who cause excessive wear and damage to township roads be responsible for the 

cost to repair and restore those roads.   
· Support County and State weight restrictions; prevent activity that would violate these restrictions.  
· Prohibit row cropping in the road "right of way." 
· Assure that there are adequate setbacks from roads to avoid obstacles that cause snow buildups.  
· Establish controls for the township to protect and preserve the right of way.  

GOAL 2: TO PROTECT THE SCENIC CHARACTER OF THE TOWNSHIP 

Policy:  
· Maintain and enhance the natural qualities of the Township for future generations. 
· Discourage the accumulation of waste, unused vehicles and equipment.  
· Keep bluff tops free of conspicuous buildings. Position buildings so they are difficult to see from 

public roads in valleys within five miles of that bluff. 

GOAL 3: TO ENSURE AN ORDERLY PATTERN OF GROWTH 

Policy:  
· Ensure new development is orderly, balanced and in keeping with Township’s rural character.  
· Platted subdivisions shall occur only on the perimeter of existing incorporated towns. 
· Require new industry investment be sustainable. 
· Discourage activity that adversely affects our air, land, and water.  
· Discourage development that decreases property values or the tax base or does not pay for itself.  
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· Discourage extension of sewer and water lines into Hay Creek Township. 
· Ensure infrastructure costs related to development proposals are not paid for by the township or 

shifted to property taxes or utility fees. 
· Assure that any development that may occur in the township comply with all applicable 

regulations of the MN Pollution Control Agency, the County, and Land and Resource Mgt.  

GOAL 4: TO PROTECT AGRICULTURE AND RETAIN AGRICULTURAL LANDS 

Policy:  
· Promote sustainable agriculture as the principal Township land use.  
· Encourage family farm operations.  
· Allow no prime farmland to be rezoned for residential subdivisions. 
· Minimize variances for new homes proposed on prime agricultural soils. 
· Encourage agricultural management practices that protect and maintain the environmental quality 

of the township.  
· Assure agricultural development is consistent with policies that preserve the rural character of the 

township and protect the environment.  
· Encourage farming practices that minimize soil erosion and protect and maintain the 

environmental quality of the township.  
· Protect agriculture from incompatible adjacent land uses. 
· Establish buffers between intensive agricultural areas (including feedlots) and residential housing. 

GOAL 5: TO PROTECT NATURAL AREAS AND OPEN SPACE 

Policy:  
· Encourage land use patterns and urban design that protects and incorporates natural features 

and open spaces. 
· All new rural residential development should be designed to maintain the open character of rural 

areas and to protect and maintain agricultural uses.   
· Protect animal habitat areas and connectivity thereof, particularly in the bluffs.  
· Preserve and promote our public land for all community members to enjoy. 

GOAL 6: TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

Policy:  
· Discourage activity that adversely affects the environment. 
· Discourage development that degrades environmental quality of life for residents. 
· Restrict potentially hazardous developments (e.g., tire, nuclear and hazardous storage dumps; 

sanitary landfills, garbage dumps and sludge fields).  
· Encourage water quality monitoring and ensure new development(s) provide a plan(s) for 

monitoring water quality.   

TOWNSHIP DESCRIPTION 

Hay Creek Township is located in northeastern Goodhue County in Minnesota. It was organized in 1858 
with most of its current boundaries in 36 sections of land. Approximately one section on the north side of 
the Township was annexed by the City of Red Wing in 1993. The Township, now consisting of 21,957 
acres, has hills, valleys, bluffs and streams that drain into the 
Mississippi River. The table to the right, from the University of 
Minnesota, describes the land cover as of 2000. 

The township’s assets are its people, soils, water resources, and 
natural beauty. The soils are well suited for the growth of 
hardwoods and farming in areas that do not have steep slopes.  

2000 Land Cover (land.umn.edu) 

http://land.umn.edu/maps/impervious/landbrowse.php?year_imp=2000&type=mcd&mcd=27818�
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Approximately 99% of the township’s land area is zoned for agricultural use, with the remainder zoned for 
residential or business use. The County sets the zoning for the Township (see Appendix A for map). Most 
of the Township is zoned A-2 Agriculture (blue), with two sections zoned A-1 Agricultural Protection 
(green), two-plus sections zoned A-3 Urban Fringe (yellow), two R1 Suburban Residential (orange), and 
three small areas zoned B2 Highway Business (purple). 

While farming put the township on the map in the mid-19th century, the number of farmers has decreased 
in recent years and use of land for rural residential purposes has increased.  

Hay Creek Township government consists of a board of five elected officials (three supervisors, a clerk, 
and a treasurer), an appointed zoning administrator, and a planning commission of seven volunteers 
(township residents) who act in an advisory capacity to the Board. Township road maintenance and snow 
removal consume most of the township budget. A contractor selected through competitive bidding 
performs the work. The Goodhue County Sheriff provides law enforcement. 

RESOURCES 

Natural 

An initial major impact on the land was the advent of mechanical tilling of the soil on the sloping hillsides. 
Significant amounts of top soil have been lost from higher ground, and accumulated in the valleys and 
streams below. Forestation has changed; many acres were once treeless due to annual burning by 
native-Americans. The fires ceased upon white settlement and trees began to grow where they once did 
not. Conversely, we are told the valleys were originally heavily wooded.  

In more recent years, people have bulldozed access roads to places once considered unbuildable and 
have constructed houses that perch on the edge of bluffs. Poor house placement can ruin miles of scenic 
bluff lines. Although the County approves building permits, the Township has a say in a home’s location 
and can recommend homes be set back from the edge of a bluff. 

In 2013, the Township, the County and the State adopted ordinances that regulate silica mining. Because 
all of these regulations differ, however, the Township will need to be vigilant of non-approved land uses, 
as well as mining applications at the County level. 

Cultural 

Historical 

The follow excerpt is from the 1909 edition of “History of Goodhue County, Minnesota,” pg 35-39. 

Hay Creek receives its name from the stream which touches the west central portion of the 
township and along whose banks in the early days the settlers found large quantities of wild hay. 
The surface of the township is somewhat uneven, but is rich in agricultural possibilities. A deep 
valley crosses the township from east to west in the northern part, and another, with various 
branches, crosses the township in the center, east and west. These make a hilly and rolling 
surface for the whole town, the hills being from two to four hundred feet above the valleys. …  

In the southeastern part is Wells' creek. Bullard creek drains the northern part. Hay Creek 
comprises township 112, range 14 and is bounded on the north by Red Wing and Wacouta, on 
the east by Florence, on the south by Belvidere and on the west by Featherstone. It was 
organized with its present boundaries in 1858.  

The first settlement was made in the spring of 1854 by a Mr. Egar, in the northeast part of the 
town….The early settlers were subjected to constant annoyance, the whole township, with the 
exception of a small portion in the northwest, being within the limits of the half-breed tract. 
Meetings were held and the settlers organized for mutual protection.… 
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The first town meeting was held in 1858…. A log schoolhouse was built near the spot where the 
Wells' creek mills were afterward erected, in 1857… In the earliest days the German Lutherans 
and the Methodists held meetings and both later erected comfortable places for church worship. 
Near the center of the township there is a substantial town hall. In 1863 R. H. Matthews built a 
mill on Wells' creek, and in 1865 John Hack and G. F. Meyer built one on Hay creek. Later a third 
mill was built on Hay creek, but was afterward abandoned.  

…Hay Creek village is a discontinued post office six and a half miles south of Red Wing. Mail is 
received by Red Wing R. F. D. Nos. 2 and 4. It is a busy little settlement, with a hotel, store, 
church, schoolhouse and several residences. 

Only a few of these elements remain: the schoolhouse (now the Town Hall—renovated in 1999), Burkard 
Store (now Hay Creek Valley Saloon), and Immanuel Lutheran Church and its parsonage. 

Archaeological  

There are no active archaeological sites at this time. 

CHARACTERISTICS 

Demographic  

Township population is 1.9% of the County’s population. Township 
population increased 2.3% from 2000 to 2010, 28% from 1990 to 
2010, and 17.4% from 1980 to 2010 (Minnesota 2000: Population 
and Housing Unit Counts, UСNUВRА, 2003). Although population 
projections are not available for Hay Creek Township, a logarithmic 
trend would predict only a slight population increase in 2020.  

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, as of the 2010, men represented 50.5% of the township’s 
population, the median age was 44.2 (6.6 years older than the median age of all Minnesotans) and most 
residents were of Northern European origin (German 44.7%, Swedish 10.7%, Irish 10.5%, Norwegian 
9.9% and English 4.2%).  

Estimates from the US Census 2007-2011 American Community Survey indicated 76.2% of residents 
were in the labor force, 23.8% were not in the labor force (retired, homemaker), and 5.2% were 
unemployed. Of those employed workers, 94% commuted an average of 19.3 minutes to work. Nearly 
20% of households received Social Security income. The median household income was nearly $86K. 

Economic  

As the Census indicates, most of the Township’s residents work outside the township. There are a 
handful of small businesses along the Highway 58 corridor, including a consumer equipment dealer, a 
very small manufacturer of highway safety devices, a chiropractor, and a dog grooming business. These 
are surrounded by farms, bluff and forest. The nearest market centers are Red Wing, Goodhue and Lake 
City. Rochester and the Twin Cities are larger markets for items not available locally or when more 
options are sought. The Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport is 55 miles from Hay Creek town hall. 

At the heart of Hay Creek Township is the old town of Hay Creek. It once had a railroad, school and 16 
businesses. The old school house is now the town hall and the old store is now a bar and grill. This 
recreation based business draws hundreds of people from around the country because of its location to 
the State Forest—which has numerous recreational trails—and Hay Creek—a very popular State 
designated trout stream. Beside the campground is Hay Creek Stables, another recreational business. 
The township also has two agricultural businesses: Flower Valley Orchard and Flower Valley Vineyard. 

MN State Demographic Center 
Year Population Households 
2010 882 312 
2000 862 289 
1990 690 236 
1980 751 240 
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LAND USE 

Agricultural 

In 2013, there were 103 agricultural homesteads, 197 non-agricultural homesteads and 21,772 deeded 
farm acres (Goodhue County Assessor). That same year, 10,293 acres were designated as Class 2a 
tillable (Minnesota Land Economics). This value has decreased slightly over the past decade while crop 
land rents have increased significantly along with land values. A significant portion of these acres are 
farmed by non- Hay Creek farmers. 

Most tilled crops are traditional crops such as corn, oats, hay, and soybeans, with corn and soybeans 
predominate. The 2000 Hay Creek Land-use Plan observed that Hay Creek Township had not yet 
experienced an increase in larger, more capital intensive dairy and hog structures that other townships 
had experienced, partially because the typography of the Township is not conducive to machine-
centered, large scale farming methods. That observation remains true in 2013. Beef, dairy and/or hog 
operations continue, but have typically reduced in size rather than grown.  

Based on a 2012 Hay Creek Township Survey, the vast majority of residents want the Township to 
protect agriculture, retain agricultural lands and ensure an orderly pattern of growth, where it occurs. 

 Residential 

There are approximately 312 
households in Hay Creek. This is 
30% higher than in 1980, according 
to the U.S. Census, but only 8% 
higher than in 2000.  

Although most households are 
scattered throughout the Township, 
the Township has two R1 
subdivisions. South Oaks, which has 
approximately 50 households, is in 
Section 6. Hay Creek Hills, which 
has nine households, is in Section 
18. (See Appendix A for map.) 

Commercial & Industrial 

Excluding agriculture, there are very few commercial businesses and no industrial businesses operating 
in the Township. See the section titled Economic under Characteristics of the Community for details.  

Public Land & Open Space 

The State of Minnesota owns approximately 510 acres in Sections 7 
and 18 of the Township (Goodhue County GIS). The Hay Creek day-
use area includes a designated trout stream and trails for hiking, 
biking, horseback riding, snowmobiling and cross-country skiing.  

The DNR designated three trout streams that run through the 
Township: Bullard Creek, Hay Creek and a very small portion of 
Clear Creek. The image to the right shows a one-mile setback from 
those streams as specified in Article II, Section 2.6(d) of the Hay 
Creek Township Zoning Ordinance.  

There are no other parks, preserves, or publicly accessible open 
spaces. 

2010 Census Data on Households 
HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE Number % 

Total households 312 100 
Family households (families) 261 83.7 
Nonfamily households 51 16.3 
Households w/ people under 18 years 113 36.2 
Households  w/ people 65 years & over 65 20.8 
Average household size 2.83 ( X ) 
Average family size 3.05 ( X ) 

HOUSING OCCUPANCY 
  

Total housing units 322 100 
Occupied housing units 312 96.9 
Vacant housing units 10 3.1 
Homeowner vacancy rate (percent) 0.3% ( X ) 
Rental vacancy rate (percent) 5.3% ( X ) 

http://www.co.goodhue.mn.us/departments/assessor/index.aspx�
http://landeconomics.umn.edu/�
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_forests/facilities/cmp00040/index.html�
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_forests/facilities/cmp00040/index.html�
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=DEC_10_DP_DPDP1�
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DEVELOPMENT 

The Township has steep slopes and uneven surfaces that restrict development, as do State, County and 
Local Ordinances. 

In 2013, the State enacted legislation to protect designated trout streams from industrial mining. Any 
operation within one mile of a trout stream is required to study the stream and water flow, and submit a 
request to mine. A permit may or may not be permitted. 

In March 2013, the Township updated its ordinances in regard to Silica Mining. Its purpose is to “…allow 
for Noncommercial Mining Activities throughout the Town without a Town permit, allow Commercial 
Mining Operations within the Agricultural Protection District of the Town with the issuance of an interim 
use permit from the Town, and to prohibit Large-Scale Commercial Mining Operations and Mineral 
Processing Facilities throughout the Town,” (Section 2.2). 

In July 2013, the Township updated its ordinance in light of testimony given at the Capital requesting a 
ban on mining operations within one mile of a trout stream. Increased setbacks may occur when the 
elevation or location of a mining activity may negatively impact a water feature. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES 

The Town Hall is the only public building located in Hay Creek. It is a former nineteenth century one-room 
schoolhouse located on Highway 58 near the village of Hay Creek. 

The township has no police department, fire department, garbage collection or recycling collection. It also 
has no system for water collection and treatment or for storm and wastewater distribution. This can 
sometimes cause sporadic flooding after Wells Creek, Bullard Creek and Hay Creek, which discharge into 
the Mississippi River, collect the runoff from the surrounding hillsides and bluffs.  

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

Minnesota Trunk Highway 58 and Goodhue County Boulevards 2, 5, 21, and 45 run through Hay Creek 
There are approximately 36 miles of Township roads, including several small bridges that cross Bullard 
and Wells Creeks, most of which are unpaved. A contractor maintains roads and removes snow.  

The township has no airport, river passages or active railroads to transport passengers.  

Bicycle and Walking Paths 

County Boulevard 21 has a paved bicycle and walking path adjacent to the road.  This route is 
approximately 8 miles long and connects south Red Wing with Highway 61 southeast of Red Wing. 

The Goodhue Pioneer Trail is a multi-use recreational rail trail.  The northern segment runs from Red 
Wing through the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest in Hay Creek Township. When 
complete, the trail will cover a distance of 47 miles and will connect the Cannon Valley Regional Trail in 
Red Wing, and the Douglas State Trail in Pine Island. 
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APPENDIX A: TOWNSHIP MAP 

Below is a zoning map of Hay Creek Township as of September 2014. A detailed map can be found on 
the County’s web site. 
 

 

 

http://www.co.goodhue.mn.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2494�
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	Approximately 99% of the township’s land area is zoned for agricultural use, with the remainder zoned for residential or business use. The County sets the zoning for the Township (see Appendix A for map). Most of the Township is zoned A-2 Agriculture (blue), with two sections zoned A-1 Agricultural Protection (green), two-plus sections zoned A-3 Urban Fringe (yellow), two R1 Suburban Residential (orange), and three small areas zoned B2 Highway Business (purple).
	While farming put the township on the map in the mid-19th century, the number of farmers has decreased in recent years and use of land for rural residential purposes has increased. 
	Hay Creek Township government consists of a board of five elected officials (three supervisors, a clerk, and a treasurer), an appointed zoning administrator, and a planning commission of seven volunteers (township residents) who act in an advisory capacity to the Board. Township road maintenance and snow removal consume most of the township budget. A contractor selected through competitive bidding performs the work. The Goodhue County Sheriff provides law enforcement.
	An initial major impact on the land was the advent of mechanical tilling of the soil on the sloping hillsides. Significant amounts of top soil have been lost from higher ground, and accumulated in the valleys and streams below. Forestation has changed; many acres were once treeless due to annual burning by native-Americans. The fires ceased upon white settlement and trees began to grow where they once did not. Conversely, we are told the valleys were originally heavily wooded. 
	In more recent years, people have bulldozed access roads to places once considered unbuildable and have constructed houses that perch on the edge of bluffs. Poor house placement can ruin miles of scenic bluff lines. Although the County approves building permits, the Township has a say in a home’s location and can recommend homes be set back from the edge of a bluff.
	In 2013, the Township, the County and the State adopted ordinances that regulate silica mining. Because all of these regulations differ, however, the Township will need to be vigilant of non-approved land uses, as well as mining applications at the County level.
	The follow excerpt is from the 1909 edition of “History of Goodhue County, Minnesota,” pg 35-39.
	Hay Creek receives its name from the stream which touches the west central portion of the township and along whose banks in the early days the settlers found large quantities of wild hay. The surface of the township is somewhat uneven, but is rich in agricultural possibilities. A deep valley crosses the township from east to west in the northern part, and another, with various branches, crosses the township in the center, east and west. These make a hilly and rolling surface for the whole town, the hills being from two to four hundred feet above the valleys. … 
	In the southeastern part is Wells' creek. Bullard creek drains the northern part. Hay Creek comprises township 112, range 14 and is bounded on the north by Red Wing and Wacouta, on the east by Florence, on the south by Belvidere and on the west by Featherstone. It was organized with its present boundaries in 1858. 
	The first settlement was made in the spring of 1854 by a Mr. Egar, in the northeast part of the town….The early settlers were subjected to constant annoyance, the whole township, with the exception of a small portion in the northwest, being within the limits of the half-breed tract. Meetings were held and the settlers organized for mutual protection.…
	The first town meeting was held in 1858…. A log schoolhouse was built near the spot where the Wells' creek mills were afterward erected, in 1857… In the earliest days the German Lutherans and the Methodists held meetings and both later erected comfortable places for church worship. Near the center of the township there is a substantial town hall. In 1863 R. H. Matthews built a mill on Wells' creek, and in 1865 John Hack and G. F. Meyer built one on Hay creek. Later a third mill was built on Hay creek, but was afterward abandoned. 
	…Hay Creek village is a discontinued post office six and a half miles south of Red Wing. Mail is received by Red Wing R. F. D. Nos. 2 and 4. It is a busy little settlement, with a hotel, store, church, schoolhouse and several residences.
	Only a few of these elements remain: the schoolhouse (now the Town Hall—renovated in 1999), Burkard Store (now Hay Creek Valley Saloon), and Immanuel Lutheran Church and its parsonage.
	There are no active archaeological sites at this time.
	Township population is 1.9% of the County’s population. Township population increased 2.3% from 2000 to 2010, 28% from 1990 to 2010, and 17.4% from 1980 to 2010 (Minnesota 2000: Population and Housing Unit Counts, UСNUВRА, 2003). Although population projections are not available for Hay Creek Township, a logarithmic trend would predict only a slight population increase in 2020. 
	According to the U.S. Census Bureau, as of the 2010, men represented 50.5% of the township’s population, the median age was 44.2 (6.6 years older than the median age of all Minnesotans) and most residents were of Northern European origin (German 44.7%, Swedish 10.7%, Irish 10.5%, Norwegian 9.9% and English 4.2%). 
	Estimates from the US Census 2007-2011 American Community Survey indicated 76.2% of residents were in the labor force, 23.8% were not in the labor force (retired, homemaker), and 5.2% were unemployed. Of those employed workers, 94% commuted an average of 19.3 minutes to work. Nearly 20% of households received Social Security income. The median household income was nearly $86K.
	As the Census indicates, most of the Township’s residents work outside the township. There are a handful of small businesses along the Highway 58 corridor, including a consumer equipment dealer, a very small manufacturer of highway safety devices, a chiropractor, and a dog grooming business. These are surrounded by farms, bluff and forest. The nearest market centers are Red Wing, Goodhue and Lake City. Rochester and the Twin Cities are larger markets for items not available locally or when more options are sought. The Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport is 55 miles from Hay Creek town hall.
	At the heart of Hay Creek Township is the old town of Hay Creek. It once had a railroad, school and 16 businesses. The old school house is now the town hall and the old store is now a bar and grill. This recreation based business draws hundreds of people from around the country because of its location to the State Forest—which has numerous recreational trails—and Hay Creek—a very popular State designated trout stream. Beside the campground is Hay Creek Stables, another recreational business. The township also has two agricultural businesses: Flower Valley Orchard and Flower Valley Vineyard.
	In 2013, there were 103 agricultural homesteads, 197 non-agricultural homesteads and 21,772 deeded farm acres (Goodhue County Assessor). That same year, 10,293 acres were designated as Class 2a tillable (Minnesota Land Economics). This value has decreased slightly over the past decade while crop land rents have increased significantly along with land values. A significant portion of these acres are farmed by non- Hay Creek farmers.
	Most tilled crops are traditional crops such as corn, oats, hay, and soybeans, with corn and soybeans predominate. The 2000 Hay Creek Land-use Plan observed that Hay Creek Township had not yet experienced an increase in larger, more capital intensive dairy and hog structures that other townships had experienced, partially because the typography of the Township is not conducive to machine-centered, large scale farming methods. That observation remains true in 2013. Beef, dairy and/or hog operations continue, but have typically reduced in size rather than grown. 
	Based on a 2012 Hay Creek Township Survey, the vast majority of residents want the Township to protect agriculture, retain agricultural lands and ensure an orderly pattern of growth, where it occurs.
	2010 Census Data on Households
	%
	Number
	HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE
	There are approximately 312 households in Hay Creek. This is 30% higher than in 1980, according to the U.S. Census, but only 8% higher than in 2000. 
	100
	312
	Total households
	83.7
	261
	Family households (families)
	16.3
	51
	Nonfamily households
	36.2
	113
	Households w/ people under 18 years
	20.8
	65
	Households  w/ people 65 years & over
	( X )
	2.83
	Average household size
	Although most households are scattered throughout the Township, the Township has two R1 subdivisions. South Oaks, which has approximately 50 households, is in Section 6. Hay Creek Hills, which has nine households, is in Section 18. (See Appendix A for map.)
	( X )
	3.05
	Average family size
	HOUSING OCCUPANCY
	100
	322
	Total housing units
	96.9
	312
	Occupied housing units
	3.1
	10
	Vacant housing units
	( X )
	0.3%
	Homeowner vacancy rate (percent)
	( X )
	5.3%
	Rental vacancy rate (percent)
	Excluding agriculture, there are very few commercial businesses and no industrial businesses operating in the Township. See the section titled Economic under Characteristics of the Community for details. 
	The State of Minnesota owns approximately 510 acres in Sections 7 and 18 of the Township (Goodhue County GIS). The Hay Creek day-use area includes a designated trout stream and trails for hiking, biking, horseback riding, snowmobiling and cross-country skiing. 
	The DNR designated three trout streams that run through the Township: Bullard Creek, Hay Creek and a very small portion of Clear Creek. The image to the right shows a one-mile setback from those streams as specified in Article II, Section 2.6(d) of the Hay Creek Township Zoning Ordinance. 
	There are no other parks, preserves, or publicly accessible open spaces.
	The Township has steep slopes and uneven surfaces that restrict development, as do State, County and Local Ordinances.
	In 2013, the State enacted legislation to protect designated trout streams from industrial mining. Any operation within one mile of a trout stream is required to study the stream and water flow, and submit a request to mine. A permit may or may not be permitted.
	In March 2013, the Township updated its ordinances in regard to Silica Mining. Its purpose is to “…allow for Noncommercial Mining Activities throughout the Town without a Town permit, allow Commercial Mining Operations within the Agricultural Protection District of the Town with the issuance of an interim use permit from the Town, and to prohibit Large-Scale Commercial Mining Operations and Mineral Processing Facilities throughout the Town,” (Section 2.2).
	In July 2013, the Township updated its ordinance in light of testimony given at the Capital requesting a ban on mining operations within one mile of a trout stream. Increased setbacks may occur when the elevation or location of a mining activity may negatively impact a water feature.
	The Town Hall is the only public building located in Hay Creek. It is a former nineteenth century one-room schoolhouse located on Highway 58 near the village of Hay Creek.
	The township has no police department, fire department, garbage collection or recycling collection. It also has no system for water collection and treatment or for storm and wastewater distribution. This can sometimes cause sporadic flooding after Wells Creek, Bullard Creek and Hay Creek, which discharge into the Mississippi River, collect the runoff from the surrounding hillsides and bluffs. 
	Minnesota Trunk Highway 58 and Goodhue County Boulevards 2, 5, 21, and 45 run through Hay Creek There are approximately 36 miles of Township roads, including several small bridges that cross Bullard and Wells Creeks, most of which are unpaved. A contractor maintains roads and removes snow. 
	The township has no airport, river passages or active railroads to transport passengers. 
	County Boulevard 21 has a paved bicycle and walking path adjacent to the road.  This route is approximately 8 miles long and connects south Red Wing with Highway 61 southeast of Red Wing.
	The Goodhue Pioneer Trail is a multi-use recreational rail trail.  The northern segment runs from Red Wing through the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest in Hay Creek Township. When complete, the trail will cover a distance of 47 miles and will connect the Cannon Valley Regional Trail in Red Wing, and the Douglas State Trail in Pine Island.
	Appendix A: Township Map
	Below is a zoning map of Hay Creek Township as of September 2014. A detailed map can be found on the County’s web site.
	/
	/

