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Meeting Attendees:  Katie Bakke, Larry Sonnek, Lorrie Sonnek, Scott Halverson, Mary Ellen Halverson, Amy 
Nelson, Neil Stemman, Myron Alms, Carolyn Gohlike, Beverly Steele, Dave Tincher, Patrick O’Neil, Dale Bannit, 
Dale Myer, Jim Bryant, Sarah Blue 
Board Members present: Keith Fossen, Lynette Nadeau, Randy Veith, Arlen Diercks, Brad Kolberg 
 
The regular monthly meeting was called to order by Chairperson Arlen Diercks on August 
1, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Arlen discussed the process of how the informational public hearing would proceed.  
 
Keith gave an update regarding the August 30, 2012 Goodhue county board meeting. They 
recommended passing an extension to the moratorium already in place. No other decision 
was made regarding the mining issues. 
 
Arlen set a 3 minute limit for speakers at the hearing. No speaker would be allowed to 
speak more than one time except to answer questions unless there was time after everyone 
has spoken. The hearing was to gather information as to whether the township board would 
put a moratorium in place. If the public hearing is recessed and reconvened an 
announcement would be made as to when & where it would occur. If so, the announcement 
would be made before the end of tonight’s meeting. 
 
Randy made a motion to open the public hearing. Keith 2nd the motion. The motion was 
carried unanimously.  
 
Amy Nelson 30966 Hay Creek Hills Dr. Red Wing, MN 55066 
We have no idea what the county board is going to do about the moratorium that will 
expire on Sept 1, 2012. She specified that she would like the township board to be prepared 
to extend the moratorium. Nothing is in place for best practices on silica sand frac mining.  
 
Myron Alms 24481 Old Camp Ln. Red Wing, MN 55066 
Myron gave a brief family history of living in Haycreek Township since the 1870’s. His 
deep roots here in Haycreek and how he wants them preserved. He is for a complete ban of 
mining in Haycreek. Water quality is one of his main concerns regarding Windsor 
Permian. He wants to encourage a moratorium and a ban on the mining process. 
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Carolyn Gohlike 31949 Kolshorn Road Red Wing, MN 55066 
Carolyn is concerned about the 100’ Strip of land that was kept by the real-estate agent 
Schultz when she purchased her property from him. She is against the mining in Haycreek. 
 
Beverly Steele 31442 Old Camp Ln. Red Wing, MN 55066 
Beverly is not impressed on the counties discussions regarding the mining. She is 
concerned about her well drying up. She has a lot to loose and nothing to gain. She expects 
Jim Bryant to support and back the township and a continued moratorium. 
 
Dave Tincher 29570 White Oak Ln. Red Wing, MN 55066 
Dave supports a ban on mining. He discussed Trempealeau county Wisconsin where there 
are 12 mines and growing. The local county commissioner has lost 2 of his employees to 
the mining company there. Do we want or need the mine here? How do we hand out 
permits? He is in favor of the moratorium. Dave recommended to the township for a 
meeting after the Goodhue county board meets on August 16, 2012 to maximize 
moratorium time.  
 
Lorrie Sonnek 31058 Haycreek Hills Dr. Red Wing, MN 55066 
Lorrie recommended an extension the moratorium to give the township time to put in place 
stricter limits on mining. We have a responsibility to take care of our area/township. As a 
governing body we should make sure we practice good health, safety & welfare benefits to 
our community. We need to enact our own moratorium.  
 
Larry Sonnek 31058 Haycreek Hills Dr. Red Wing, MN 55066 
Larry is in favor of a moratorium. The people of Haycreek have spoken. Our needs of our 
township are different from other surrounding ones. Ours are unique. We have a different 
history. He is worried that our safety & needs will not be met by regulations in place. 
Things like preserving our water, noise & air pollution. The regulations in place now 
protect the mining industry not the community. Why wait on a moratorium vote from the 
county? He feels the township should pass a moratorium extension now and place an 
emphasis on the mining process. 
 
Scott Halverson 31255 Flueger Rd Red Wing, MN 55066 
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Scott feels strongly that we need to adopt a moratorium now. The county could end theirs 
in 3-6 months. It would be to our benefit. 
 
 
Patrick O’Neil 29382 Hwy 58 blvd Red Wing, MN 55066 
He has a family business at Dresson's Saloon that employs many local people and the 
mining operation would ruin his family business. The community would loose the business 
opportunities that Dresson’s adds. He is concerned about the water table. Their well is only 
30’ deep. He mentioned the recreational park, the horse trails & tourism, biking, camping 
and hiking would be affected. He lives on top of the hill near the mining land. He 
recommended to the supervisors to vote against the mining operation.  
 
Dale Bannit 30596 Hwy 58 Red Wing, MN 55066 
He lives in the middle of the area of property that has been sold to the mining operation. 
He doesn’t want silica sand mining. Dale said he doesn’t feel the officials understand 
mining operations and how large scale it will be. The set backs are only 300 ft. Windmills 
have 1600 ft setbacks. Other counties don’t understand why we are against mining. What is 
the local economy going to gain? Can we set up our own setbacks?  
 
Katie Bakke 31267 Langhans Dr. Red Wing, MN 55066 
Katie is adamantly opposed to Silica Frac sand mining. The board needs to demonstrate 
leadership and put our own township moratorium in place above the county level to ensure 
the township is covered in an extension. 
 
Mary Ellen Halverson 31255 Flueger Rd Red Wing, MN 55066  
We have been given a gift by the Minnesota Legislature by passing a bill to maintain 
control at the township level. We need to preserve that level of control. We need to work 
towards a moratorium band.  
 
Neil Stemman 29332 Hwy 58 Red Wing, MN 55066 
Neil sent a letter to the township & county board against the mining operation in Haycreek. 
The county is accommodating the mining operation. He is in favor of extending the 
moratorium. We need to focus on safety issues. 
 
Dale Meyer 30529 Hwy 58 Red Wing, MN 55066 
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Dale spoke about his long family history here in Haycreek and how a mining operation 
next door to his family farm would ruin the family operation. He recommends an extension 
of the moratorium and not allow mining in Haycreek.  
 
 
 
Jim Bryant 26390 Cty 21 Blvd Red Wing, MN 55066  
As county commissioner he mentioned that one year ago a motion was made to enact a 
moratorium. The Goodhue county planning commission was against a moratorium in 2011.  
The Goodhue county board did put a moratorium in place. He believes on the 16th of 
August a moratorium will be extended by the county commissioners. We should stay in 
contact with others in the community, be positive, and don’t slam him. He is getting a lot 
of negative emails from people. People don’t even ask him his position. He said some 
people are for the mining and would allow mining on there land. Most people in Goodhue 
County are against mining. The set backs of 300ft are not good and should be changed. 
Florence, Wacouta, Goodhue, Featherstone townships are all against mining in there 
townships. It would be hard to defend a total ban on Frac sand mining. 
 
Sarah Blue 29460 Orchard Rd. Red Wing, MN 55066 
Sarah has serious concerns on water conservation, for agriculture and drinking. The 
countries food crops are failing because of lack of rain. We are one of the few areas to have 
good crops and rain. Local farmers are going to have to start irrigating if the mines take our 
water. We cannot go back once the water is gone. We need to preserve our resources that 
we have and not waste them. 
 
Dave Tincher wanted to know what the township is going to do about the moratorium. We 
don’t need a moratorium in place to take action against the mining operation. He feels we 
should wait and see what the county board is going to do before the township takes action.  
 
Scott Halverson feels we need a moratorium now. The advantage is to act now because the 
county could shorten their timeline and we would loose our opportunity to have one in 
place. We need to be specific on our timeline for licensing.  
 
Larry Sonnek agreed with Scott on getting the ground work done and dealing with 
pertinent issues. If we don’t act now on extending the moratorium we may miss the chance 
or loose out on an extension.  
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Dale Bannit asked whether we knew what to study or what the parameters were. How are 
we going to make a plan? We don’t know what the county plans are so how can we create 
our own plans and parameters on control. We have until July 2013 if an extension occurs.  
 
 
Larry Sonnek asked the Haycreek township supervisors if they could recommend what the 
licensing requirements will be or what the laws would be. He would like the board to 
remember what the overwhelming stance and position is of the local people. 
 
Arlen called for a motion to close the public hearing. The motion was moved by Keith and 
the closing motion was 2nd by Randy. The motion to close was carried unanimously.  
 
Arlen asked Jim Bryant to answer questions from the people. What happens after the 
moratorium expires? What is the process for a conditional use permit? What can we do 
about permits? 
 
Jim said after the one year discovery period some ordinances should be in place and we 
will know how they will read. A conditional use is set by the county board. The use & 
variance process has to come in front of Jim for review. i.e.: feed lot permits, golf course, 
and camp grounds. A submission fee is then paid by the applicant.   
 
Questions asked were as follows: Can they make the permit so strict and stringent to 
discourage permitting? He is in favor of strengthening the ordinance setbacks. He is not in 
favor of the 300 ft setback.  
 
Arlen said the setbacks should be more around 2000 ft. zoning ordinances need to be in 
place to protect properties; the health, safety and welfare should be protected. Asked what 
is defensible in court? At the Annual meeting for Haycreek Township the voters put in an 
extra $10,000 on the tax levy to help with attorney fees.  
 
Keith said the Haycreek planning commissions is working on a licensing ordinance which 
will be more stringent than the county. They are working closely with Troy Gilchrest the 
MN Township attorneys and trying to follow the laws already in place in Wisconsin. The 
Haycreek planning commission is developing a plan with the MN association of townships 
attorneys on what would hold up in court and what the costs may be. If we are sued, we 
will be sued on the ordinances in place and the mine will try to overturn those ordinances. 
If we take them to court that is where our costs will incur.  Keith recommended following 
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Dave Tincher's view on waiting to meet after the county commissioners meeting and then 
react to what ever happens.  
 
 
 
 
Keith made a motion to have a special meeting after the county commissioners meet at 
8:00pm on August 16, 2012 at the Haycreek Townhall with the purpose of discussing a 
moratorium extension and possible action of enacting a township moratorium. Arlen 2nd 
the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Keith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Randy 2nd the motion. The motion was 
carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lynette Nadeau,  
Clerk Haycreek Township 
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