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Board Members Present: Sue Cushing, Brad Kolberg, Nathan Jaeger, Scott Halverson, and Marilyn 

Schilling 

Absent:   

Also Attending:  Grant Ekblad, Fred and Marcy Fanslow, Teresa Gadient, Tom Gadient, Thomas 

Woodruff, John Howe, Patrick J. Kelly, Margaret Simanski, Kevin Simanski, Chris Simanski, Bonnie 

Roberson, Tom & Kathleen Bibus, Patrick & Angie O’Neill, Brad & Lisa Johnson, Nancy & Randy 

Taylor, Neil Stemann, Rod & Dawayne Wichern, Cyril Holst, Paul Gielau, Jim Maybach, Sue & Scott 

Reed, Emily Thomas, Calli Ekblad, Eve Gavel 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Discussion: 

Simanski Conditional Use Permit Application:   

Neighbors of the Simanski Metals, LCC property were in attendance.  They had asked that the township 

consider making a recommendation to the Goodhue County Planning Advisory Council regarding 

approval of the CUP. Simanski, along with their legal representative, Patrick Kelly, were in attendance 

to share information about their CUP application and answer any questions.  Mr. Kelly explained that 

the CUP does allow for reasonable conditions to be placed on the CUP.  Current zoning of the parcels 

(A2 and B2) both allow for contractor yard CUP.  Land Use Management had suggested combining the 

two parcels, with split zoning, so that it would meet acreage requirements for a contractor yard.   

 

They indicated the intent of the contractors’ yard is to have a shop for truck maintenance and a spot to 

store empty containers.  Occasionally, when a full container with scrap metal or construction materials 

must be pulled from a job site and the destination site is closed, the container may need to be stored 

overnight at the contractors’ yard until the destination site is open the next day.   

 

Q:  He agreed to put up a fence. Do you stack containers?  A:  No 

Q: Any time there is construction debris, there is hazardous waste.  Hazardous waste must be hauled 

directly to the landfill.  If you are storing at the site, what permits will you have for that?  A:  MN 

Pollution Control did not have a problem with the overnight storage. 

 

Scott Halverson stated that the report to the county Planning Advisory Council in the agenda for their 

June 18, 2018 meeting states that the driveway access has been approved by MNDOT.  

Screening/buffers will include a combination of eight-foot high screen fence, earthen berm and tree 

plantings.  It referenced a letter from Michael Wozniak stating that any operation of a scrap metals 

storage, recycling or transfer facility must cease immediately and that nearby property owners have 

complained that use of the property has continued.   

 

Margaret Simanski stated that they had been accused of dumping and taking scrap at the property 

without the CUP.  The dumpsters held cob corn and shelled corn and the flatbed had hay.  The 

allegations are false, there was never scrap on the property, just agriculture products. 

 

Q: Scott - what conditions would residents consider to be valid points for consideration of approval 

A: Conditions should include: 
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 Put up a nice fence, block it off 

 No hazardous waste be brought in 

 The access to the driveway will be hazardous and cause road damage 

 

Q: Concerning the question of whether there is hazardous waste in the demolition materials, does that 

meet SCI 42.14 for local trucking with storage?  How would you know if there was contaminated waste 

at the bottom of a container? 

A:  If it was contaminated, I wouldn’t bring it back to the yard from the job site.  We don’t haul 

hazardous waste. 

 

Q:  In the original application you wanted to store materials on the ground for sorting in a suitable 

location.  The new application for contractors’ yard doesn’t say anything about whether or not there will 

be sorting done. 

A:  Nothing in the definition of a contractors’ yard talks about sorting on the ground.  There is no 

intention to sort on the ground.  No municipal waste will be hauled.   

Comment:  If there was no overnight storage, that would eliminate the legitimate concern. 

 

Q:  I don’t like the idea of a dumpster area in the closeness of Hay Creek.  That land could be used better 

ways.  Day care, schools, housing.  I don’t feel that we need a dump site.  How will that affect land 

values?  I don’t want to see any more trucks running up and down my road (Old Church Road) 

A: I don’t go up and down Old Church unless there is a house remodel or scrap metal to pick up from a 

location.   

 

Q:  Can your operation be done inside of a large building?  Could loaded trucks be stored inside?  Are 

there going to be piles of metal? 

A:  90% of the business is scrap metal with 10% demolition materials.  There will be no transfer station, 

no storage of scrap metal, just empty boxes.   

 

Q:  Can you store the boxes at your house?  Why do you want to use this site?   

A:  There is no contractors’ yard CUP at my house.  We wanted to build a new building at a bigger site. 

 

Q:  If this goes through and the owners sell the land to a company like Waste Management, would they 

have to go through a new CUP or do they inherit the CUP? 

A:  The CUP goes with the title of property, not the property owner.  It would stay as a contractors yard 

with the new owner, but they would have to meet the conditions of the CUP.  The CUP could be set up 

with sunset provisions.  It could be reviewed to see how you’re doing in 2 years.  Then if there are any 

violations, the county could have a public hearing to revoke the CUP. 

 

Comment:  I have respect for what Simanski’s are trying to do here.  I appreciate the effort.  I find it 

hard – where this is in the middle of a residential area.  It is difficult to see how it will work and fit in 

with the surrounding area.   
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Scott reminded the audience that the township can only make a recommendation to the County.  The 

Goodhue County board makes the final decision on approval or denial.  He thanked everyone for their 

participation. 

 

 

ACTION:  Scott Halverson made a motion, with Sue Cushing second, that the Hay Creek Town Board 

recommend that the Goodhue County Advisory Council deny the conditional use permit for a 

contractors’ yard by Simanski Metals, LLC.   

 

Discussion:  Scott stated that the reasons for the motion are that there are concerns that access to the site 

currently underway will cause water erosion problems and heavy truck traffic will cause damage to the 

township road and safety hazards.  There are groundwater concerns about containers leaking.  There are 

concerns about protection of land values and the risk to enjoyment of the residents of the residential area 

because of the industrial nature of the proposed CUP.  There was mention of tires that will sit and the 

specifics of the type of screening is not delineated.   

 

Nate Jaeger indicated that he while understand the reasons for the recommendation but he doesn’t think 

it is up to the board to deny a business in Hay Creek township. There are several businesses in the 

township and I don’t want to deny a business opportunity to anyone in the township.  It will be up to the 

board to make the final decision. 

 

Vote:  Yes – Scott Halverson, Sue Cushing; No – Nate Jaeger  Motion carried. 

 

Marilyn was asked to put together a letter to the county with the township board’s recommendation. 

 

Public Comment:  

John Howe and Tom Woodruff spoke with the board regarding a desire to be able to bring HBC into the 

South Oaks neighborhood.  They indicated that service from Charter has been unreliable.  They have 

spoken with HBC and were told that the Hay Creek Township franchise agreement is a barrier.  They 

were told that the franchise requires the service is provided to all of Hay Creek.   

Scott indicated that he has spoken with HBC on more than one occasion and was told they have no plans 

to expand into Hay Creek Township.  They have indicated that the current language franchise agreement 

language is not the only reason they do not have plans to expand.   

The citizens recommended we look at the agreement and talk with Charter and HBC to address any 

franchise agreement barriers.  Mr. Woodruff indicated he would be willing to be the point person for the 

neighborhood. 

 

Business: 

Dressen’s Saloon Liquor License Renewal:  Pat O’Neill from Hay Creek Valley Campground brought 

his off-sale liquor license renewal to the meeting requesting renewal. 

ACTION:  A motion was made by Sue Cushing, seconded by Scott Halverson and unanimously 

carried to approve the Hay Creek Valley Campground off-sale liquor license renewal. 
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Election Judge List for 2018 Elections:  Marilyn Schilling brought forward the 2018 election judge 

roster for approval.  

 Marilyn Schilling – Head Judge  

 Brad Kolberg – Alternate Head Judge 

 Sue Cushing  

 Scott Halverson  

 Nate Jaeger  

 Marian Kolberg  

 Ross Deden  

 Marcie Fanslow  

 Nancy Taylor  

 Karen Stemann  

 Bonnie Mettling  

 Sue Reed  

 Scott Reed  

ACTION:  A motion was made by Nate Jaeger, seconded by Sue Cushing and unanimously 

carried to approve the election judge list for 2018 primary and general elections as presented. 

 

Road Update: 

Old Church Road – Reckless Driver Damage Impact:  Several residents from the Old Church Road 

neighborhood attended the meeting to bring forward concerns with a reckless driver on the road.  Paul 

Gielau from Goodhue County Sheriff’s Department was also in attendance to hear their concerns.   

Significant discussion was held, concluding with Mr. Gielau encouraging residents to continue to call 

their department when they see reckless behavior and to be sure to document when they are being 

harassed or threatened by the driver. 

 

Lehrbach Road Erosion:  Doug Alms was in attendance to request that the board look at a slight 

realignment of Lehrbach Road near his property.  Two blind driveways in the area are a safety hazard 

and there have been several accidents.  The current curve also causes water and erosion problems.  Grant 

Ekblad agreed that there are erosion problems and realigning the road would improve sight lines for 

drivers.  After discussion, Scott Halverson was asked to start looking into how this could be done, 

including cost estimates, to bring to an upcoming meeting for discussion, with a goal of completion in 

the 2019 construction season if it is feasible.   

 

Meyer Lane Turn-Back:  Scott shared that crack sealing has been completed by the county.  

 

Weed Spraying:  Nate Jaeger asked for a list of which roads to have Bruce Holst begin to spray.  The list 

was developed, including spots where residents have requested to not have sprayed.  Nate will share this 

with Bruce. 

 

Hay Creek Trail Sealcoating:   
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Action:  A motion was made by Sue Cushing, seconded by Nate Jaeger and unanimously carried 

to have Hay Creek Trail from Hwy 58 to the town line at the Featherstone bridge seal coated 

through the county contract. 

 

Other:   

The roads that have had gravel spread were reviewed.   

Grant and Sue indicated that the areas which had chloride applied has held the rock in place and greatly 

improved the washboard issues.  They requested that the same thing be done on Orchard Lane and 

Lehrbach Road near the problem stop signs. 

A motion was made by Sue Cushing, seconded by Nate Jaeger and unanimously carried to 

chloride the roads as requested. 

 

Treasurers Report: 

Brad Kolberg presented the May, 2018 treasurer’s report including expenses, income and summary 

funds.   

Action:  A motion was made by Nate Jaeger, seconded by Scott Halverson, and carried 

unanimously to accept the treasurer’s report as presented. 

 

Bills:   

Ekblad Excavating May, 2018 Road Work $ 7,833.50 

Roberson Lime & Rock Road Rock 44,271.36 

MN Association of Townships Summer Short Course – Scott 50.00 

Kennedy & Craven  Legal Matters 300.00 

Richardson & Richardson Legal Matters 541.30 

Luhman Dust Control Hay Creek Hills Dust Control 399.00 

Brad Kolberg Mileage 88.10 

Marilyn Schilling 2
nd

 Qtr Salary 1,368.00 

Brad Kolberg 2
nd

 Qtr Salary 1,100.00 

Sue Cushing 2
nd

 Qtr Salary 1,172.00 

Scott Halverson 2
nd

 Qtr Salary 791.00 

Nate Jaeger 2
nd

 Qtr Salary 885.00 

Election Systems & Software Election System Maintenance 177.50 

Newman Sign Road Signs 770.17 

Goodhue Cty Coop Electric Electricity – Town Hall 150.00 

Plunkett’s Pest Control Pest Control – Town Hall 57.80 

Action:  A motion was made by Sue Cushing, seconded by Scott Halverson, and unanimously 

carried to accept the bills as presented.   

 

Income:   

Site Reviews: 

 Niles Deden – addition to shed 

 Kurt Koester – grain bin 

 Richard Luetjen – new house 
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Clerks Report:  

The meeting minutes for May 9, 2018 monthly board meeting and April 11, 2019 board of appeals 

meeting were reviewed. 

Action:  A motion was made by Sue Cushing, seconded by Scott Halverson, and unanimously 

carried to accept the meeting minutes as presented.   

 

Planning Commission:  

Minutes from the April 25, 2018 meeting were received and reviewed.   

The next meeting is scheduled for June 20, 2018. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

 June 18, 2018 – Simanski Metals CUP Application– Goodhue County Planning Advisory 

Council Meeting 

 June 21, 2018 – MAT Summer Specialized Training 

 July 11, 2018 – Board Meeting 

 July 19, 2018 – Election Judge Training (6:00-8:00 pm) 

 August 14, 2018 - Primary Election 

 September 18, 2018 – Election Refresher Training 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Schilling 

Hay Creek Township Clerk  


