
1 
 

MINUTES 
 

Pursuant to open meeting notice, the Hay Creek Planning commission met on March 14, 2012, 
7:00 p.m., at the Town Hall.  
 
Members present:  Keith Fossen, Scott Halverson, Rick Peterson, Lorrie Sonnek, David Tincher, 
Pat Schafer and Mitch Meyer.  Hay Creek Township resident Kate Bakke was also present.   
 
Keith Fossen, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.   

 Motion:  Lorrie Sonnek made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 8, 2012, 
meeting.  Mitch Meyer seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.   

Chairperson Keith Fossen asked if there were any items to be added to the agenda.  There 
being no response, the first item on the agenda concerning the completion of a questionnaire for 
a survey of Hay Creek Township residents was addressed. 

 
New Business:  Keith Fossen had obtained a list of Hay Creek Township residents from 

the county tax roll, deleting duplicates and companies with addresses outside the township.  
Lorrie Sonnek summarized the input and present state of the survey questions.  The committee 
was informed of the town board’s resolution,  

“(…) that the electors of Hay Creek township give authority to the town board to adopt 
 licensing ordinances to provide for specific activities as described in Minnesota Statute 
 365.10, subd. 1, subd., 17.  This authority may be used but is not limited to the licensing 
 ordinance for mining activity in the township.”   
The resolution was passed unanimously by the approximately 25 to 30 residents in attendance at 
the town board meeting following the last election on March 10, 2012.  It was felt a survey 
question should be formed relating to the statement.  The term “moneys in escrow” was 
discussed.  Lorrie Sonnek brought up having a “listening meeting” date included in the survey.  
Pat Schaefer suggested inclusion of a question in the survey concerning landowners’ rights.  
David Tincher suggested including a question concerning preservation of the bluffs in the 
township.  A question concerning preserving scenic beauty was discussed.   
 Keith Fossen read to the planning commission another resolution unanimously approved 
regarding high intensity silica sand mining by residents at the town board meeting March 10, 
2012:   
 “(..) whereas, there are vast deposits of accessible high quality silica sands in Hay Creek 
 Township; and, whereas, numerous out-of-state companies and unlimited amounts of 
 capital are competing for these deposits; and, whereas, such an unprecedented scale of 
 mining activity could forever damage the natural landscape and natural resources and 
 permanently foreclose options for other types of economic activity, undermine 
 community values and potentially harm residents’ health; therefore, it is resolved that the 
 citizens of Hay Creek Township direct the Board of Supervisors to protect the land and 
 its residents from industrial mining activity that is not consistent with the vision and the 
 goals established in the township land use plan adopted in 2000.”   
A schedule was then set up where Lorrie Sonnek would, after more input, complete the survey.  
Kate Bakke consulted a calendar and made good suggestions concerning a proposed timeline.  
April 18 was proposed as a date for a listening meeting.  Rick Peterson volunteered to get 
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envelopes labeled and addressed and ready for a day to be “stuffed” and put in the mail.  The last 
date to return the survey was set for April 10 as the next planning commission meeting will be 
April 11.   
 Motion:  David Tincher moved to schedule a listening meeting for April 18, 2012, at 7:00 
p.m. at the town hall.  Pat Schaefer seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 
 Ketih Fossen informed us that at the next scheduled Hay Creek Township Board meeting 
he was going to inquire if the board was comfortable with him serving as a member of the board 
as well as a member of the planning commission.  Rick Peterson said there is precedence for 
such an arrangement.   
 Motion:  Rick Peterson moved that as a planning committee we endorse Keith Fossen to 
be both the chairperson of the Hay Creek Planning Commission as well as a township supervisor.  
Lorrie Sonnek seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.   
 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  8:13 p.m. 


