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MINUTES 
 

Pursuant to open meeting notice, the Hay Creek Planning commission met on December 7, 2011, 
7:00 p.m., at the Town Hall.   
 
Members present:  Keith Fossen, Scott Halverson, Pat Schafer, Lorrie Sonnek, and Mitch Meyer.   
 
Keith Fossen, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  Whereupon, the people in 
attendance were given an opportunity to announce their names and the township in which they 
reside.  Among those responding were:  Mickey Payne, Wacouta Township; Jodi McIlrath, 
Florence Township; Jan Bruce, Florence Township; Kristen Eide-Tollefson, Florence 
Thownship; Brian Schreiber, Florence Township; Susan Nevitt, Hay Creek Township; and, 
Jotsie Johnson, Hay Creek and Florence Townships.     

Motion:  Pat Schafer made a motion to approve the November 9, 2011, minutes, seconded by 
Lorrie Sonnek, which was unanimously approved.   

Old Business:  Chairperson Fossen invited everyone in attendance to take a packet of 
information concerning research gathered about several issues involved with frac sand mining.  
Some information concerned communities in Wisconsin.  Jodi McIlrath relayed information 
gleaned from a conference in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, concerning Howard, Wisconsin, and the 
ordinances and licensing procedures developed by that community.   
 
New Business:  Chairperson Fossen invited discussion on the first item on the agenda, i.e., a talk 
with other township planning commissions and boards about frac sand mining, possible 
ordinance issues and/or common approaches to take.  Jan Nelson provided a website, 
www.wisctowns.com, she thought may be helpful and informative.     
 Discussion was commenced on the next agenda item:  involving surrounding townships 
in a joint effort.  Mickey Payne emphasized that a coordinated effort would be important.  Jim 
McIlrath reported on the growth of sand loading stations in Wisconsin and how that may 
correlate to future development in the Wacouta area.  John Tittle mentioned the frac sand in 
Minnesota compared to Wisconsin is of a much more desirable quality. Kristen Eide-Tollefson 
discussed the Hiawatha Valley Partnership and the coordinated township efforts made in 2007, 
which she made available and had updated.   
 Hay Creek Planning Commissioners were encouraged to speak.  Pat Schafer urged that 
we have a unified coherent strategy in place before moving forward.  Keith Fossen agreed with 
comments made to implement strategies in January, February and March 2012.  
 The next agenda item discussed concerned, as interested parties, what to do next.  
 Keith Fossen committed to personally contacting neighboring township planning 
commissions to facilitate interest in a coordinated effort, and to see how such a group may be 
expanded.   
 Keith Fossen and Jodi McIlrath will work together to contact the Minnesota Township 
Association concerning their possible involvement.  
 Keith Fossen offered to contact an attorney about obtaining pro bono legal advice 
concerning licensing and ordinances.  
 Jim McIlrath volunteered to contact city councils in Red Wing and Lake City about our 
concerns.   
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 Jan Nelson volunteered to compose a “report card” and also contact an attorney 
concerning Hidden Valley Park in the Welch area as far as how that situation pertains to any 
licensing issues.   
 Kristen Eide-Tollefson volunteered to contact attorneys about possible involvement and 
our concerns.    
 Keith Fossen urged those in attendance to write letters to the editor.   
 A chemical that is used by frac sand mining companies to aid in washing sand was 
discussed.  The chemical has two grades, chemical grade and food grade.  As a possible licensing 
issue it was felt advisable to make sure the food grade level was used.  Again, it was felt 
advisable to contact an attorney about licensure issues.   
 Pat Schafer voiced a concern that any potential licensing not interfere with local 
agricultural operations.   
 Keith Fossen advised everyone that the Hay Creek Planning Commission would review 
our meeting minutes and have key points for an agenda of what we are going to try to do for our 
next meetings, and we would summarize that in a public notice.  He urged everyone to be open 
and communicative about what we are trying to accomplish.   
  
 
Meeting Adjourned:  8:20 p.m. 


